
WWI Canadian Battles 

Entering the War 

 As part of the Schlieffen Plan, Germany had to go through Belgium to attack France where the 

borders were less fortified 

 The goal of the Schlieffen Plan was to quickly defeat France by getting to Paris so that Germany 

would only have to worry about Russia on their eastern front. 

 Russians attacking East Germany (Prussia) and the ability of the British to mobilize quickly halted 

the Schlieffen Plan 

Battle of the Marne September 5-12, 1914 

 Stops the advance of the Schlieffen Plan 

 French hold out against Germans until Germans retreated 

 French were losing troops quick but were replenished by troops in Paris (extra 6000) 

 Once Germans retreated, the Allies crossed the Marne River 

 About 250,000 French soldiers lost 

 Sets the stage for trench warfare 

 

Enter Canada: 

Second Battle of Ypres 

Apr 22-May 25, 1915 

Battle of the Somme 

July 1- Nov 18, 1916 

 Newfoundland Regiment 

o Haig sends them out to get slaughtered 

o 110 of the 780 survived the first 20 minutes of advance 

Verdun 

Feb 21-Dec 18, 1916  

Vimy Ridge: Apr 9-12, 1917 

 Full scale rehearsals behind the front lines by Arthur Currie 

 Used the craters to create a new network of trenches 

 100,000 Canadians (10,000 casualties) Vs 30-45,000 Alliance (20,000 casualties) 

 Clearest win thus far in the war and all thanks to Canadians! 

 150,000 Entente casualties from earlier attempts to take the ridge 



Passchendaele 

July - November 1917 

Sir Arthur Currie Facts 

 Believed in using artillery to cover infantry 

 Had used regiment money to pay off his debts before the war, $10,000 

 Borden refused to court marshal him 

 Knighted by King George V 

 "Thorough preparation must lead to success. Neglect nothing." 

 


