
July 4, 1776 



 George Washington to be the 
commander of the 
Continental Army 

 Created a committee to deal 
with foreign relations 
 Looking for help from other 

European Countries 

 Congress did not want 
independence, they only 
wanted George III to listen to 
their grievances 
 Olive Branch Petition sent in 

July – George III ignores it 
and declares a rebellion in 
August 
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 June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee (Virginia) 
proposes that America declare its independence  

 June 11, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, 
John Adams, Roger Livingston and Roger 
Sherman to draft the document 

 June 28, Jefferson's Declaration of 
Independence is ready and is presented to the 
Congress 

 July 2, twelve of thirteen colonial delegations 
(except New York) vote in support of 
independence 

 July 4, the Congress formally endorses 
Jefferson's Declaration, with copies to be sent to 
all of the colonies.  

 The actual signing of the document occurs on 
August 2 
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 Possibility of foreign aid from France 

 Legitimacy in the world community 

 Captured soldiers treated as POWs not spies or 
rebels 

 Independence might unite different areas of the 
colonies 

 Stating for the world the ideological basis of this 
new country 

 Freedom from subservience to the King  



 Might lose friends in England who supported cause of 
colonists in regard to representation in Parliament but 
not independence 

 Might cause division within the colonies  
 If Revolution failed, the leaders might be tried and 

executed as traitors 
 Colonies were poorly prepared for war 
 Fighting the largest military power in the world 
 No weapons or manufacturing to make weapons 

 Dependent on England for  elements needed to fight a war 

 Chances of winning the war were slim. 
 Colonists would be cutting themselves off from the 

biggest, freest empire in the world 


