
Key Points 

In addition to listing the transgressions of James II the Bill of Rights Act, 1689 legislated 

on some very important issues: 

 It hath been found by experience that it is inconsistent with the safety and welfare 

of this protestant kingdom to be governed by a popish prince. 

- Roman Catholics were barred from the throne by this Act. 

 That it is the right of the subjects to petition the king, and all commitments and 

prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal. 

- The right of free petitioning was reinstated by the Act. 

 That the pretended power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by regal 

authority without consent of Parliament is illegal. 

- The Act places a prohibition against arbitrary suspension of Parliament's laws by 

the sovereign. 

 That levying money for or to the use of the Crown by pretence of prerogative, 

without grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is 

or shall be granted, is illegal. 

- The Act limits the sovereigns' right to raise money through taxation, with the 

consent of Parliament being needed. 

 That election of members of Parliament ought to be free 

- The Act guarantees the sovereign will not interfere in the free and fair elections 

of Members of Parliament. 

 That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not 

to be impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament. 

- The Act guarantees the freedom of speech of Members of Parliament within 

parliamentary debates or proceedings (this means that MPs are free to say things 

that could be considered libellous or otherwise illegal while participating in 

parliamentary debates without fear of prosecution in the civil or criminal courts). 

 That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time of peace, 

unless it be with consent of Parliament, is against law. 

- The Act makes it illegal for the sovereign to keep military forces within the 

kingdom in time of peace without consent of Parliament, which is one of the 

reasons the military is funded on an annual basis by parliament. 

 That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 

cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

- The act makes the imposition of excessive fines or cruel punishments illegal. 
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