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It may well be asked what we expected to effect with such wretched preparations at St. Charles? I 

can only answer for myself, that, seeing the determined animation of the people, I thought the 

leaders would remain with them, and the raising of the "Patriot" flag at St. Charles, would be the 

signal for a general rising; that men and arms would flow in from the States, as into Texas; and that 

Sir John Colborne would evacuate Montreal for Quebec, leaving us all the country outside. Had there 

been the militia laws and military knowledge of to-day, this was easy. Then I thought we would in the 

winter send Commissioners to England, in mercantile phrase, "to make a settlement". Ours was 

simply a provincial war of factions. The "Bureaucrats" vanquished us, and the province had to wait a 

few years for a government based upon "the well-understood wishes of the people." Had we 

vanquished them, there would have been only a delay of a few months, with an immense saving to 

the British Government. 
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