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Provincial Courts 

 Provinces are responsible for the 

administration of justice in Canada 

 

 Court systems vary from province to 

province 

 



Indictable Offences 

 A serious offence, such as armed 

robbery or murder, that can lead to a 

person’s arrest 

 

 You have a choice to have a jury or not 

 Dealt with in the Provincial Supreme Court 



Summary Offence 

 A less serious criminal offence, that 

carries in Canada a maximum 

imprisonment of 6 months or up to 

$5000 fine 

 

 Dealt with in the Provincial Courts 



Provincial Courts 

 Heard by judges or by a justice 
of the peace (civil servants who 
are given some limited powers to 
hear and judge specific cases – 
eg: Traffic offences) 
 

 Divisions include:  
 Family issues (custody, adoptions) 
 Youth court (12-17) 
 Traffic division 
 Small civil claims division (under 

$25,000) 
 Criminal division = 90%of all criminal 

cases (theft, trespassing, etc.) 
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Supreme Court of BC 

 Accused is tried by either a 

judge or a judge and jury 

 Jury made up of random adult 

citizens from the community 

 

 Deals with: 

 Large claims (over $25,000) 

 Bankruptcy 

 Serious criminal cases (murder) 
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Appeals Court of BC 

 Reviews decision on lower 

courts upon request 

 3 judges sit on an appeal 

 Not a trial 
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Safeguards for Justice 

1. It is our moral and legal duty to serve on a 
jury if we are called upon 

• Being judged by our fellow citizens 

• You will be summoned to a jury selection first 

• It is illegal not to show up for a summons 

• Jurors cannot discuss the case outside 

 

2. We can appeal the decision of the courts 
to the Court of Appeals 

• On grounds that an error of law was made 
during the trial 



 



Judges 

 Appointed by the provincial 
cabinet, on recommendation by 
the attorney general’s office 
(lawyer of the crown) 

 Appointed by the federal cabinet, 
on advice from the Minister of 
Justice 

 

 Judges are supposed to be free 
from government interference in 
order to ensure unbiased 
judgements 
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Supreme Court of Canada 

 Highest court for all legal issues in 
Canada 

 Final court of appeal 

 Deals with federal and provincial 
issues 

 Role: 
 Decides on constitutional issues 

 Acts as the final court of appeal for 
some criminal cases 

 9 judges appointed by the Governor 
General on advice of the PM 
 One will be appointed the Chief Justice 

 Double checks that laws are 
created in accordance to the 
Constitution 
 Can claim that the law no longer 

applies 



Youth Criminal Justice Act 2003 

 Created because too many youths were 

incarcerated based on the Young 

Offenders Act (1984) 

 Applies to ages 12-17 

 Cannot be convicted under 12 

 Seeks to determine the cause, address 

the causes, rehabilitate, and reintegrate 

the young offender 

 Adult sentence possible at 14 years 

 



Youth Criminal Justice Act 2003 

1. Warning 

2. Restitution/ compensation/ counseling/ 
community service 

 Charge can be dismissed 

3. Can return to court for resentencing 

 

Imprisonment (after age 14): 

 First/second degree murder 

 Multiple offenses 

 

 



Law and your life: 

Alcohol and Social Hosts 

1. Was the injury reasonably 
foreseeable? 

2. Was there proximity or a connection 
between the duty to foresee and the 
injury? 

3. Are there good reasons why the 
person should have taken extra care to 
foresee the possibility that another 
might be injured? (were policies 
already in place?) 

 


