
Uniting Canadians 
 
Clarification of terms 

 Race = categorization based on physical features  
 Culture  = the customs, arts, social institutions, and achievements of a particular nation, 

people, or other social group 
 Ethnicity = belonging to/identifying with a culture 

Multiculturalism and Immigration 
 1967 point system of immigration based on merit (education and employability) – Lester 

Pearson Era 
 Removed limitations based on countries of origin 
 In order to immigrate to Canada as a skilled worker, you must get enough points 
 Points do change from time to time (based on our population growth) but it is about 70. 
 1976 immigration was allowed based on family 

 If your family was already in Canada 
 Education (max 25 points)  

You must have a college or university degree.  
 Master/PhD: 25 points  
 College or Bachelor: 22 points 
 Diploma + 12 years: 12 points 
 High School: 5 points 

 Working Experience - skilled (max 21 points) 
 1 year: 15 points  
 4 years: 21 points  

 Age (max 10 points) 
 21-49: 10 points 
 16 and under: 0 points 
 54 and over: 0 points 

 English/French Language Skills (max 24 points):  
 First language: 16 points 
 Second language: 8 points  

 Job Offer (max 10 points):  
 Valid Job offer will bring you 10 points  

 Adaptability (max 10 points): 
 You and your spouse 

 Proof of funds (no points) 
 Criminal offenses (no points) 

100 possible points 
 1971 policy of multiculturalism – Trudeau Era 
 Department of Multiculturalism and Citizenship created in 1988 

 Becomes Ministry of Canadian Heritage (used to be James Moore) 
Issues of Multiculturalism 

 Does multiculturalism draw Canadians together in mutual respect? 

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-18.7/page-1.html
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-18.7/page-1.html


 Does multiculturalism make the creation of a Canadian identity difficult? 
 Which is better? A mosaic or a melting pot 
 Are holidays multicultural? 
 Does recognition of multiculturalism through festivals in schools work? 

Canada’s situation in the late 80s-90s 
 Quebec had not consented to the Constitution   

 created by Trudeau without consulting Quebec  
 Pro-federalist Liberal Party in Quebec under Robert Bourassa (1st time as Premier in 

1970) is in charge  
 Western regionalism is also growing and may want exclusive rights like Quebec 

 Felt Quebec was favoured (p 201 Bombardier) 
 Reform Party to be the voice of the west 

Meech Lake Accord (1987-90) 
 Proposed package of amendments to the Constitution 

 Include Quebec as a distinct society 
 All provinces can veto constitutional change 
 Senate Reform 
 Changes to Supreme Court of Canada 
 Changes to Immigration 
 Etc. 

 The Accord falls apart 
 Manitoba and Newfoundland didn’t support it and didn’t ratify the Accord by the 

deadline 
 Aboriginals demanded recognition of their distinct society as well 
 Those against Quebec as a distinct society argued that it would isolate Quebec 

and they may use this right to override the Constitution against non-French in 
Quebec 

 Result was increasing support for separatism in Quebec and the formation of the Bloc 
Quebecois 

 Quebec was satisfied with the reforms 
Charlottetown Accord 

 A response to the failure of the Meech Lake Accord 
 Set up a Citizen’s Forum to hear opinions about the Constitution 
 Proposals: 

 Reform the senate (as requested by the western provinces) 
 Elected body with equal representation 

 Aboriginal self-government to be in Constitution 
 More provincial control over forestry and mining 
 Harmonize telecommunications 
 Distinct Society for Quebec 
 Harmonize telecommunications 

 National Referendum 1992 on the Charlottetown Accord 
 54.4% No (BC 68.3% No)  
 Yes provinces = Newfoundland, PEI, New Brunswick, NWT 



 Too many clauses to appeal to too many different groups 
 Failure fuels Quebec nationalism and separatism 
 Creates a sense of fear in changing the Constitution across Canada 

Quebec Referendum 1995 
 Premier Jacques Parizeau (PQ) called for a referendum on full sovereignty 
 “Yes” was based on the premise of the failure of the two accords to gain any protection 

for Quebec’s culture 
 Results: 49.4% yes, 50.6% no 
 Clarity Bill introduced required a clear yes majority for Quebec’s separation 
 Canada includes Quebec as a nation within Canada through a motion in parliament 

(2006) 
 
Has Canada’s official policy of Multiculturalism brought Canadians together or has it driven us 
apart? 

 Discuss: 
 Immigration changes 
 Meech Lake 
 Charlottetown 
 Quebec Referendum 
 Thoughts on today 

 
  



Aboriginals in Canada 
Indian Act 1876 

 Defines “Indians”- not Inuit 
 Reserve lands are not owned by “Indians”, it is crown land 
 Others cannot trespass on reserves 
 Maintenance of roads/bridges 
 Lands can be taken away for public purposes (highways) 
 Rules for elections of councils 
 Tax exemption on reserve lands 
 Resources belong to government – can be sold with permission 
 Council powers – like a municipality 
 Is the Indian Act part of a Just Society? 

 
Statement of the Government of Canada on Indian policy (The White Paper, 1969): 
To be an Indian is to be a man, with all a man's needs and abilities. To be an Indian is also to be 
different. It is to speak different languages, draw different pictures, tell different tales and to 
rely on a set of values developed in a different world. 
Canada is richer for its Indian component, although there have been times when diversity 
seemed of little value to many Canadians. 
But to be a Canadian Indian today is to be someone different in another way. It is to be 
someone apart - apart in law, apart in the provision of government services and, too often, part 
in social contacts. 
To be an Indian is to lack power - the power to act as owner of your lands, the power to spend 
your own money and, too often, the power to change your own condition. 
Not always, but too often, to be an Indian is to be without - without a job, a good house, or 
running water; without knowledge, training or technical skill and, above all, without those 
feelings of dignity and self-confidence that a man must have if he is to walk with his head held 
high. 
All these conditions of the Indians are the product of history and have nothing to do with their 
abilities and capacities. Indian relations with other Canadians began with special treatment by 
government and society, and special treatment has been the rule since Europeans first settled 
in Canada. Special treatment has made of the Indians a community disadvantaged and apart. 
Obviously, the course of history must be changed. 
To be an Indian must be to be free - free to develop Indian cultures in an environment of legal, 
social and economic equality with other Canadians. 
 
White Paper 1969 

 1969 White Paper* suggested that Aboriginals be treated like all other citizens 
 Goal is to abolish “Indian” status 
 Aboriginals strongly opposed this (cultural genocide) 

 Aboriginals wanted self-government instead of mainstreaming 
 White Paper is put away 

Organizing Aboriginals 

http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100010189/1100100010191
http://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100010189/1100100010191


 National Indian Brotherhood 1968, then Assembly of First Nations 1980 to represent 
Aboriginals in dealing with the government 

 Meets once a year 
 630 groups (each chief would go) 
 Elected national chief for 3 years 

Aboriginal Education 
 1969 an end to residential schools and education to be put back in the hands of band 

leaders 
 no high schools so they had to move to cities for secondary education 
 Many don’t make it to graduation 
 Last residential school in BC 1983 

 1998 government healing fund for students of residential schools 
 United Church of Canada funds certain projects 

 Last residential school in Saskatchewan 1996! 
Aboriginals and the Environment 
Aboriginal Self Government 

 Aboriginal rights recognized in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 Bill C-31 amends Indian Act: 

 Regulate which band members and other individuals reside on reserve 
 Bands can better control development on reserve lands 
 All status Indians are eligible to apply for post secondary education assistance 

and are eligible for non-insured health services through Health and Welfare 
Canada 

Land Claims in BC 
 Dispute over the official ownership of the land 
 Aboriginals believe that no agreements of land transfer within BC occurred and that the 

Royal Proclamation of 1763 gave all territories not under British Rule to the Aboriginals 
 Opponents believe that Aboriginals can’t prove their occupation of land through lack of 

a historical record and under the Royal Proclamation 1763, BC was undiscovered by the 
British at the time 

 Aboriginal Self Government 
Nisga’a 1996 
 Nisga’a won acknowledgement of Aboriginal title in 1993  
 1996 Nisga’a were offered their right to a municipal government, policing, fisheries, 

hydro development, 8% of the land they asked for, $190million for land compensation 
(given in 1999) 

 they gave up being tax exempt 
 1998 Supreme Court Aboriginals could claim title if they prove continuous occupation of 

land 
Nunavut 1999 

 Talks begin in the 60s 
 Title claim presented in 1976 
 Agreement reached in 1992 

 Endorsed by 85% of Inuit 



 $1.1 billion to be paid out between 1993 and 2007 
 1.9 million square kilometres of land and water 
 mineral rights 
 Final division 1999 
 Aboriginal Self-Government 

 Self-government gave them control of education, culture, justice, resources 
 Specific claims arise in areas where treaties have been signed 
 Comprehensive claims question the ownership of large sects of land that were never 

agreed upon in treaties 
Oka Confrontation 

 1990 golf course was to expand onto Mohawk territory in Quebec 
 Mohawks blockade the land (from the Kanesatake Reserve) 
 Police sent in, gun fire and tear gas used, police barricade the Kanesatake Reserve 

 Mohawks successfully defend and drive back the police 
 Other aboriginal groups across Canada put up their own blockades to show support 
 Protests escalate and eventually the army is sent in 
 Other protest support comes to terms with the government and pressures the 

Kanesatake Mohawks to lay down arms 
 Golf course was cancelled 
 Mohawks arrested 
 One person killed (police) 
 Federal Gov’t purchases the land from the Municipality and gives it to the Kanesatake 

Mowhawks 
Task 

 How well has Canada performed in dealing with Aboriginal Rights in its quest to create a 
Just (Fair) Society? 

 Read pp 208-216 
 Should discuss: 

 White Paper 
 Aboriginal Education 
 Aboriginal Environmental Concerns 
 Bill C-31 
 Aboriginal Self Government 
 Oka Confrontation 

 


