
Roaring 20s for Canada 

Strengthening Economy 

 Early 20s recession, mid 20s start to improve 

 Era of mass production, particularly in the US (cars and radio) 

 Growth of natural resources and manufacturing (pulp and paper) 

 Mining industry booms 

› Copper and zinc needed for electronic appliances 

 US-Canadian trade increases 

› invests in Canadian mining and lumber 

› Branch plants created to access a wider market 

› Canada = primary industries/ US = secondary 

 American tourism into Canada increases 

 Branch Plants 

 “In 1995, when the National Income was $558 billion, investment income payments to 

foreigners totalled $49 billion.” (Canadian Encyclopedia) 

Prohibition 

 Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) pushes to ban alcohol 

› Canadians are in support of prohibition because they see alcohol as corrupting society 

 Started during WWI to ration for soldiers (PEI the earliest in 1901) 

 By 1921 all provinces voted it down 

› Quebec remained the one province that never had prohibition and their economy 

boomed with tourists 

 Not as strict as US prohibition 

› Beer could still be produced and sold to other countries, just couldn’t be sold in Canada 

› Native wines were still allowed 

 Consumption was illegal (buying or drinking it) 
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Bootlegging 

 Prohibition in the US continued to 1933 so “rum-running” became big business in Canada 

 Rum Running was not illegal for Canadians, only Americans 

 Most of the trading was done out of Windsor, Ontario 

Urbanization 

 Movement of population towards cities where businesses and industries are located 

 Concentration of people leads to less sanitary conditions 

 Poorer people move into the cities to find jobs 

 Affluent people live outside the cities 

Increased Mobility 

 Cars became more affordable and available to the masses 

› The affluent could then live outside the city and drive to the city to work 

 People living in cities will use the inter-urban rail lines to travel 

 Lower Mainland’s interurban rail eventually ran from Steveston all the way to Chilliwack (1950s)  

 Planes were becoming more widely used for research and access to remote areas 

› But not used by the masses as often 

Communications 

 Telephones becoming more commonplace 

 Widespread use of radio to communicate to different communities 

 Radio entertainment increases 

› More accessible than movies 

Art 

 Group of Seven was a government funded answer to the growing US influence on Canadian 

culture 

› Held an exhibition in Toronto 1920 

 Tried to create a unique Canadian style/identity 



 More contemporary depictions of Canada 

Sports and Popular Entertainment 

 Culture of celebrity idolization begins 

 Baseball cards, NHL (1917) 

 Athletes begin to participate as Canadians in the Olympics 

 

People of the Roaring 20s 

Role of Women 

 Society’s view of the woman’s role changed because of their participation in WWI 

› lyrics 

 Women became more public 

› had more of a voice (WCTU, suffrage) 

› Fashion and hobbies changed too 

 1921 Agnes Macphail was the first female MP (1 of 5 that ran that year) 

› Only woman in House of Commons until 1935 

 Role of women still perceived as mothers and wives 

 Victorian vs Flapper 

Persons Case 1929 

 Women were not considered “persons” under law and could not hold certain governmental 

positions 

 Emily Murphy and 4 others (the Famous Five) challenged MacKenzie-King to appoint a woman 

senator and change the definition of “women” 

 1929 Supreme Court found concluded that under the constitution, women were not persons 

 Famous Five appeal the ruling and go to the Privy Council in Britain (highest court of appeal at 

the time) 

 Unanimous conclusion that “persons” should include women 
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Famous Five 

 Emily Murphy, Nellie McClung, Henrietta Muir Edwards, Louise McKinney, Irene Parlby 

 Persons case allowed women to become senators 

 None of the Famous Five would become senators 

What did Canada’s minorities do for us in WWI? 

Chinese Canadians 

 Chinese Canadians contributed over $100,000 to bonds  

 300 Chinese volunteered for the infantry service as enlisted men 

Africans 

 Role was to support the front lines, building roads and bridges and defusing land mines so 

advancing troops could move forward 

 Bringing out the wounded 

 No. 2 Construction Battalion was officially disbanded on September 15, 1920 

 CEF had 2000 Black soldiers 

Indian 

 9 served Canada 

› But India also fought for the Allies so they might have fought with Indian battalions 

Japanese 

 About 200 of 23,000 Japanese Canadians fought for Canada in WWI 

First Nations  

 Most treaties made them exempt from military duties 

 3500 enlisted which was about 35% of the male population of enlistment age! 

 Did that change any racist attitudes? 

Effects on Chinese 

 1917 War Time Elections Act officially stripped the Chinese right to vote 

 1923 Immigration Act excluded all Chinese 



Effects on Africans 

 No officials segregation laws but segregation was practiced locally (schools, etc.) 

Effects on Sikhs 

 Sikhs cannot vote until 1947  

› Ironically that’s the same year India won independence from Britain (Gandhi) 

Effects on Japanese 

 Canada limited Japanese immigration to 400/year then lowered it to 150/year in 1922 

 They didn’t get the vote until 1948 

Effects on First Nations 

 Aboriginals could not vote (until 1960) 

 Government was taking reserve lands (cut-off lands) 

 Potlach banned since 1884 

 Government changed Indian Act so Aboriginals had no way to get land 

 


