
Quebec Nationalism 
Separatism in Quebec 

 1944-1959 Maurice Duplessis Premier of Quebec (Union Nationale Party) 
 Duplessis is a Quebec nationalist and opposes the federal government 
 Roman Catholic Church praised tradition in Quebec (farm, faith, family) 
 Religion to control culture and society, not American culture 
 Invited foreign investment by providing cheap labour, no unions, and low taxes 
 Corruption in the Union Nationale as licenses and jobs were given based on patronage 

Quiet Revolution 
 1960 Duplessis dies and Jean Lesage of the Liberals come to power 
 Lesage stamps out corruption, makes government jobs based on merit 
 Wages and pensions raised 
 Restrictions on unions removed 
 Took control of education and social services 
 Quebeckers were encouraged to detach from traditional Church teachings and values and “join 

the 20th Century” 
 Nationalized several hydro plants to have a government monopoly (taking their economy into 

their own hands) 
Birth of Separatism 

 Nationalism strengthens through their modernization from the Quiet Revolution and injustices 
from the English speaking majority of Canada 

 To fix the unfairness of English vs. French, Quebec had to separate 
Birth of Separatism Option 1 

 The terrorist group Front de Liberation du Quebec (FLQ) emerges 
 1960s they attacked CNR offices 
 Planted bombs in mailboxes 
 Bombs Montreal Stock Exchange 1969  
 Bombs Montreal Mayor’s home 

Birth of Separatism Option 2 
 1967 Rene Levesque forms the Parti Quebecois as a more peaceful separatist alternative to the 

FLQ 
 Former member or Lesage’s Liberals 
 Becomes premier in 1976 

Canada Responds 
Lester Pearson and Quebec 

 Believes that Quebec needed to feel a sense of belonging 
 Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism 

 Recommended Canada become officially bilingual 
 New flag that Pearson thought represented Canada was not favoured by Canadians because it 

seemed like Pearson was just appeasing the French 
 1965 we get the flag we know today 
 Quebec still preferred the fleur de lis so no one was really happy with it 

Pierre Trudeau and Quebec 
 Passes Official Language Act 1969 to make Canada bilingual 

 All federal agencies now had to provide services in both languages 
 More French were appointed to federal government positions 
 Western Canadians felt that French is imposed on them 



 Concerns of Quebec being met, not the prairies 
October Crisis 1970 

 FLQ kidnaps a British diplomat from his home (James Cross) 
 FLQ demands the release of FLQ prisoners in exchange for James Cross 
 Government refuses to release prisoners and FLQ responds by kidnapping Quebec’s labour 

minister Pierre Laporte 
 Trudeau asks parliament to enact the War Measures Act which gives the government full 

authority 
 Support by Premier of Quebec and Mayor of Montreal 
 Arrest without a charge 
 Federal troops sent in to Montreal to arrest pro-separatists 

 “Just Watch Me” 
 FLQ Responds - Manifesto 
 Pierre Laporte was found strangled in the trunk of a car 
 James Cross is found  
 Kidnappers are exiled to Cuba as part of the deal to return Cross 

PQ in Power 
 1976 Rene Levesque is Premier 
 Promised a provincial referendum, not immediate separation 
 Bill 101 – Charter of the French Language passes making French the official language in Quebec 

 Quebec government employees must speak French 
 Children had to attend French schools 
 Signs had to be in French 

Referendum 1980 
 Voted on the issue of sovereignty-association with Canada 

 Politically independent but economic ties will remain with Canada 
 Trudeau urges Quebeckers to vote to remain part of Canada 

 Promised to negotiate a new constitution if they remain with Canada 
 A new constitution that would recognize Quebec as a distinct society and an equal partner in 

confederation appealed to Quebeckers 
 Referendum results in 40% yes, 60% no 

Clarity Act 2000 
 Referendum 1995 also a “No” 
 If 50% + 1 of the population of Quebec votes to separate, the federal government must begin 

talks to negotiate the separation with Quebec 
Task 

 How well did the Canadian Government handle the issue of Quebec Separatism? 
 Read pp 191-198 

 Discuss: 
 Rise of separatism 
 Pearson’s reaction 
 Trudeau’s reaction 
 Bill 101 
 Referendums 
 Clarity Act 

 


