
The Battle of Lexington Green  

Primary Sources 

 

Ensign Jeremy Lister, youngest of the British officers, gave the following account in a 

personal narrative written in 1832:  
 

However to the best of my recollection about 4 oClock in the Morning being the 19th of April the 

5 front Comps was ordered to Load which we did, about half an hour after we found that 

precaution had been necessary. for we had then to unload again [to fire] and then was the first 

Blood drawn in this American Rebellion, it was at Lexington when we saw one of their Comps 

drawn up in regUlar order Major Pitcairn of the Marines second in Command calPd to then, to 

disperce, but their not seeming willing he desired us to mind our space which we did when they 

gave us a fire then run of[f] to get behind a wall. we had one man wounded of our Compy in the 

Leg his Name was Johnson also Major Pitcairns Horse was shot in the Flank we return’d their 

Salute, and before we proceeded on our March from Lexington I believe we Kill’d and Wounded 

either 7 or 8 men.  

 

The following version came from the personal diary of a young British officer, Lieutenant 

John Barker: 

 

19th. At 2 o’clock we began our March by wading through a very long ford up to our Middles: 

after going a few miles we took 3 or 4 People who were going off to give intelligence; about 5 

miles on this side of a Town called Lexington, which lay in our road, we heard there were some 

hundreds of People collected together intending to oppose us and stop our going on; at 5 o’clock 

we arrived there, and saw a number of People, I believe between 2 and 300, formed in a 

Common in the middle of the Town; we still continued advancing, keeping prepared against an 

attack tho’ without intending to attack them; but on our coming near them they fired one or two 

shots, upon which our Men without any orders, rushed in upon them, fired and put ‘em to flight; 

several of them were killed, we cou’d not tell how many, because they were got behind Walls 

and into the Woods; We had a Man of the 10th light Infantry wounded, nobody else hurt. We 

then formed on the Common, but with some difficulty, the Men were so wild they coud hear no 

orders; we waited a considerable time there, and at length proceeded on our way to Concord.  

 

 

Major John Pitcairn, commander of the advanced British party that engaged the 

Lexington militia, sent the following official report of his activities to Genernal Gage: 

 

I gave directions to the Troops to move forward, but on no account to Fire, or even attempt it 

without orders; when I arrived at the end of the Village, I observed drawn up on a Green near 

200 of the Rebels; when I came within about One Hundred Yards of them, they began to File off 

towards some stone Walls on our Right Flank—The Light Infantry observing this, ran after 

them—I instantly called to the Soldiers not to fire, but to surround and disarm them, arid after 

several repetitions of those positive Orders to the men, not to Fire &c—some of the Rebels who 

had jumped over the Wall, Fired Four or Five Short at the Soldiers, which wounded a man of the 

Tenth, and my Horse was Wounded in two places, from some quarter or other, and at the same 

time several Shott were fired from a Meeting House on our Left—upon this, without any order or 

Regularity, the Light Infantry began a scattered Fire, and continued in that situation for some 



little time, contrary to the repeated orders both of me and the. officers that were present—It will 

be needless to mention what happened after, as I suppose Col. Smith hath given a particular 

account of it. I am sir  

Your most obedt  

humble Servant,  

John Pitcairn.  

 

Robert Douglass, who had been at Lexington, swore to the following deposition on May 3, 

1827 

 

In about fifteen minutes after we entered the tavern, a person came to the door and said the 

British were within haifa mile. I then heard an officer (who I afterwards learned was Captain 

Parker) call his drummer and order him to beat to arms. I paraded with the Lexington company 

between the meeting-house and the tavern., and then marched to the common near the road that 

leads to Bedford: there we were ordered to load our guns. Some of the company observed. 

‘There are so few of us. it would be folly to stand here.’ Captain Parker replied, ‘The first man 

who offers to run shall be shot down.’ The Lexington company began to break off on the left 

wing, and soon all dispersed. I think no American was killed or wounded by the first fire of the 

British. unless Captain Parker might have been. No one of Captain Parker’s company fired on 

the British, to my knowledge, that morning, and I think I should have known it, had they fired. I 

knew but two men of the Lexington company, and I never heard any person say that the 

Americans fired on the British that morning at Lexington.  

After the British marched toward Concord, I saw eight men who had been killed, among whom 

were Captain Parker2’ and a Mr. Porter of Woburn.  

Robert Douglass.  

 

Thomas Fessenden, a colonial onlooker, gave this sworn testimony to the Justices of the 

Peace:  

 

Lexington, April 23, 1775.  

 

I, Thomas Fessenden, of lawful age, testify and declare, that being in a pasture near the meeting-

house at said Lexington, on Wednesday, last, at about half an hour before sunrise, . . . I saw three 

officers on horseback advance to the front of said Regulars, when one of them being within six 

rods of the said Militia, cried out, “Disperse, you rebels, immediately;” on which he brandished 

his sword over his head three times; meanwhile the second officer, who was about two rods 

behind him, fired a pistol pointed at said Militia, and the Regulars kept huzzaing till he had 

finished brandishing his sword, and when he had thus finished brandishing his sword, he pointed 

it down towards said Militia, and immediately on which the said Regulars fired a volley at the 

Militia and then I ran off, as fast as I could, while they continued firing till I got out of their 

reach. I further testify, that as soon s ever the officer cried “Disperse, you rebels,” the said 

Company of Militia dispersed every way as fast as they could, and while they were dispersing 

the Regulars kept firing at them incessantly, and further saith not.  

Thomas Fessenden.  
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Secondary Sources 

 

In The American 4chierement by P. C. Brown and others: 

 

General Gage knew that the citizens of Massachusetts had stored military supplies at Concord, 

twenty miles from Boston. On the night of April 18, 1775, about 700 British soldiers left Boston, 

marching to\vard Concord. But they did not leave unobserved, for the Sons of Liberty were 

watching. Paul Revere and William Dawes galloped ahead of them through the Massachusetts 

countryside. warning, “The British are coming!”  

When British soldiers reached Lexington the next morning, they found about seventy minutemen 

assembled on the village green. Though the  

minutemen were not blocking his troops, the British commander ordered them to disperse. The 

minutemen stood their ground, and shots were fired, leaving eight Americans dead and ten 

wounded. Faced by superior numbers, the minutemen then dispersed, and the redcoated British 

soldiers marched on to Concord.  

 

Winston Churchill (1874-1965), world statesman and writer, is best known as a 

commanding public figure of the 20th century.  

 

At five o’clock in the morning the local militia of Lexington, seventy strong, formed up on the 

village green. As the sun rose the head of the British column, with three officers riding in front, 

came into view. The leading officer, brandishing his sword, shouted, “Disperse, you rebels, 

immediately!”  

The militia commander ordered his men to disperse. The colonial committees were very anxious 

not to fire the first shot, and there were strict orders not to provoke open conflict with the British 

regulars. But in the confusion someone fired. A volley was returned. The ranks of the militia 

were thinned and there was a general mêlée. Brushing aside the survivors, the British column 

marched on to Concord.  

 

The United States: Story of a Free People by Samuel Steinberg:  

 

In April 1775, General Gage, the military governor of Massachusetts, sent out a body of troops 

to take possession of military stores at Concord. a short distance from Boston. At Lexington, a 

handful of “embattled farmers” who had been tipped off by Paul Revere, barred the way. The 

“rebels” were ordered to disperse. They stood their ground. The English fired a volley of shots 

that killed eight patriots. It was not long before the swift- riding Paul Revere spread the news of 

this new atrocity to the neighboring colonies. The patriots of all of New England although still a 

handful, were now ready to fight the English. Even in faraway North Carolina, patriots organized 

to resist them.  

 


